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small town, we're regarded the way I hear bartenders are: as sort of 
professional strangers a person can blab their secrets to without 
fear we'll pass them along to anyone they know. 
So I asked him what I knew damn well was none of my business. 
"Did you lie?" 
He recoiled from me as though I had punched him. His head 
lifted high over his shoulders, a stance unlike any I'd seen him 
show since I picked him up—the posture was one of haughtiness, 
of pride. 
He fumbled for the door latch and swung the van door wide into 
the rain. He waved his fist toward me. 
"I speak the truth," he yelled, and was gone. 
I had to reach across to shut the door. I sat and watched the 
water pour down onto that burg 's sorry roofs. Then I put the 
vehicle into gear, and a minute later was back on the highway. 
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and, in 1995, George Bellows: American Artist (Ecco).... Sharon Olds's 
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at N e w York University.. . . Alicia Ostriker is the author of nine 
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